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Statistics Relating 


The Ministry of Fuel and Power intend, in the near future, to 
issue a White Paper bringing up to date certain of the tables 
relating to the coal industry published in the “ Statistical Digest 
from 1938” (Cmd. 6538). The paper will give full national 
and district figures of coal production, employment, productivity, 
attendance and absenteeism, as well as the financial results of 
the industry’s working. In addition, national figures will be 
given of coal distribution and consumption. The following is a 
brief summary of the salient statistics to be published: com- 
parable figures for the second quarter of 1943 and the first 
quarter of 1944 are given for comparison. 


Production and Employment 

In the early part of the period under review, as in the first 
quarter of the year, production was abnormally affected by 
disputes (particularly in Yorkshire), which, over the whole 
quarter, are estimated to have resulted in the loss of 587,400 tons 
compared with 227,400 tons in the corresponding quarter of 1943. 
In the second quarter production was reduced also through the 
usual seasonal incidence of the Easter and Whitsun holidays. 


Production of Saleable Coal, and the Average Number 
of Wage-earners on Colliery Books 





Mined Coal Coal pro- * 
duced at 
Govern- 
ment 
Opencast 
Workings 





Average Number 
of Wage-earners 
on Colliery 
Books * 

(3) 


Output per 
Wage- 
earner per 
Quarter 


(4) 


Tons 


Saleable 
Coal 
Produced 
(2) 


Tons 


Period 


(1) 





1943 
Second quarter 

1944 ¢ 
First quarter 
Second quarter 


48,401,700 | 709,900 (657,300) 68-2 1,035,500 


67-6 
65-4 


47,581,300 
46,422,000 


703,600 (648,500) 
710,000 (651,500) 


1,412,700 
2,322,800 

















* Including a small number employed at coal mines in raising or 
handling minerals other than coal. The figures in parenthesis relate 
to effective employment, i.e., excluding those wage-earners who were 
absent for the whole of any week from whatever cause. 

+ Provisional. 


from face work to repair work. 


to the Coal Industry 
Second Quarter of 1944 


Productivity, Attendance and Absenteeism 

The output of saleable coal per manshift worked by all wage- 
earners was recorded at 1-01 tons * in the second quarter compared 
with 1-02 tons * in the first quarter of 1944 and 1-03 tons in the 
second quarter of 1943. There was no change between the first and 
second quarters of 1944 in the figure of 2-72 tons * for the output 
of saleable coal per manshift worked by wage-earners employed 
at the coal face, the fall in the output per manshift worked 
overall being accounted for by a slight decrease in the percentage 
of total manshifts which were worked at the coal face, which 
fell from 37-33 per cent. to 37-21 per cent. as against 37-36 per 
cent. in the June quarter of 1943. 


Attendance and Absenteeism 
Note. Excluding manshifts lost through work not being 
available at the pits owing to recognised holidays, disputes, 
accidents, transport difficulties, ete. The figures in parenthesis 
(items (0) ) relate to effective employment. 





Average Weekly pes r Wage-earner 
First 
Quarter 
1944 
(3) 


Second 

Quarter 

1944 
(4) 


“Second 
Quarter 
1943 
(1) (2) 

Face Workers : 
(a) Shifts possible ... 
(6) Shifts worked 





57 5-46 
74 (5°19) 


4-62 (5-08) 


653 — 5: 


4°74 (5°17) | 4° 


Per 
cent. 
0:36 | 6-6 
0:48} 8-9 


Per |Shifts 
cent, 
5-8 
9-0 


Shifts Per 
cent. 
5-8 | 0°33 
8-6 | 0-50 


Shifts 


0-32 
0:47 


(c) Absenteeism : Voluntary 
Involuntary 

Total ... 14-8 
Other Underground W orkers : - 
(a) Shifts possible ... ote. Mae — | 59 - 
(6) Shifts worked ... ... | 5°19 (5-63) | 5-20 (5-67) 


79 |14-4 


0°83 


0°84 | 15-5 
5-76 
5-01 (5:50) 


Per 
| cent. 
0% 32| 6-5 
sie Ve 


Per |Shifts 
cent, 
0-29] 4:9 
3| 7-6 


Shifts Shifts 


0-28 
0-41 


(c) Absenteeism : Voluntary 
Involuntary 

















[Cont. overleaf} Total 0-69 0°75 13-0 





* Provisional. 


Estimated Number of Manshifts Lost and Quantity of Saleable Coal Lost from Causes other than Absenteeism 


Note. An unknown quantity of coal is lost where manshifts are not lost, owing to men being transferred to other work, e.g. 





Second Quarter, 1943 


First Quarter, 1944 


Second Quarter, 1944 





Manshifts 
Lost 
(2) 

2,467,600 
154,700 
199,100 
1,300 
41,400 


(1) 





Recognised holidays 

isputes 
Accidents, breakdowns and repairs to machinery 
Rail transport difficulties and want of wagons.. 
Other causes a avi ee 





Manshifts Tonnage 
Lost Lost 
(6) (7) 
2,257,900 
"42 23,300 
136,900 
1,600 
37,600 


Manshifts 
Lost 
(4) 

508,400 
564,100 
142,800 
143,200 
59,200 


Tonnage 
Lost 
(5) 


Tonnage 
Lost 
(3) 

480, 000 
2,032,900 
389,100 
420,400 
180,100 


2,569,000 
587,400 
352,300 

2,500 
122,700 


2,596,000 
227,400 ] 
266,100 

1,500 
59,200 





Total 





2,864,100 





3,150,200 2,417,700 3,502,500 3,633,900 








2,857,300 
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[Cont. from previous page} Average Weekly per Wage-earner 








Second First Second 
—_ Quarter Quarter Quarter 
1943 1944 1944 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
Surface Workers : 
(a) Shifts possible ... 608 — | 618 — 5-98 — 


(6) Shifts worked 5-66 (5-97) | 5-66 (6-02) | 5-53 (5-87) 



































Shifts} Per |Shifts| Per |Shifts| Per 
cent. cent. cent. 
(c) Absenteeism : Voluntary | 0-15} 2-4 | 0-17| 2-7 | 0-16] 2-8 
Involuntary| 0-27| 4-6 | 0°35] 5-7 | 0-29] 48 
Total 0-42] 6-9 | 0-52) 84 | 0-45) 7-6 

All Workers . 
(a) Shifts possible ... .. | 78 — 5:85 — 5-69 — 
(b) Shifts worked ... ... | 5-11 (5°52)| 5-12 (5-56) | 4-97 (5-42) 
Shifts} Per |Shifts| Per |Shifts} Per 
cent. cent. cent. 
(c) Absenteeism: Voluntary | 0-27) 4-6 | 0-28) 4-7 | 0-30] 4-3 
Involuntary| 0-40| 7-0 | 0-45) 7-7 | 0-42) 7-4 
Total 0-67 |11-6 | 0-73 |12-4 | 0-72 |12-7 




















Distribution and Consumption 

The next table sets out details of coal added to stock and 
going into consumption respectively, as well as the details of 
consumption by individual groups of consumers. Against total 
disposals of 48-6 million tons, consumption was 46-7 million tons, 
thus increasing distributed stocks by 1-9 million tons. Stocks 
of opencast coal at sites increased by 0-2 million tons in each of 
the first and second quarters of 1944 and by 1-5 million tons 
in the preceding nine months. Distributed stocks increased by 


Distribution of Coal 
(Million Tons) 


























Second | First | Second 
-- Quarter | Quarter | Quarter 
1943 1944 *} 1944* 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
Mined coal 
Production 48-4 47-6 46-4 
Changes in colliery stoc ks (increase 
(+) or decrease (—) ) — 0-1 - 0-2 — 0-1 
Tonnage available 48-5 47:8 46:5 
Opencast coal 
Disposals — aoe ‘ee coe 0-7 1-2 2-1 
Total ... 49-2 49- 0 48-6 
Consumption 
Gas works (coal carbonised) 4-9 * 5-9 4:7 
Electricity 7 ... : 5-1 * 6-9 5-4 
Waterworks 0-1 0-1 0-1 
Railways : 3-6 4-0 3°8 
Coke ovens (coal carbonised) 5:2 5:1 4-9 
Miners’ coal 1-1 1:3 1-] 
Collieries 2-9 2-9 2°8 
[ron and steel industry t 2-8 2-9 2°5 
Engineering industry t 1-1 1-5 0-9 
Other industries ¢ 6-6 75 6-5 
Disposals to domestic consumers, 
service departments, coastwise 
bunkers and miscellaneous pes 12:2 13-1 12-2 
Inland total : co 45-6 51-2 44-9 
Shipments to Northern Ireland. ne 0-6 0-7 0-6 
Exports and Wad bunkers _ ser- 
vices abroad) .. oe . — 2-0 1-6 1-2 
Total consumption - 48-2 53:5 46-7 
Changes in distributed stocks § (increase 
(+) or decrease (—) ) --- | + 1-0 — 45 + 1-9 
Total ... 49-2 49-0 48-6 














* Estimated or provisional. 

+ Includes only authorised electricity undertakings and railway 
and transport authorities. 

t The figures relate only to undertakings with an annual con- 
sumption of 100 tons or more of coal and/or coke. Those in respect 
of other undertakings are included under ‘‘ Miscellaneous.” 

§ Changes in distributed stocks, including Government dumps, 
but taking no account of changes in stock held by ‘‘ Domestic ” and 
‘* Miscellaneous ” consumers, nor changes in stocks of Opencast coal 
on sites, 
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1-9 million tons as against 1-0 million tons in the corresponding 
quarter of 1943, but if decreases in stocks during the winte? 
1943-44 are taken into account, there was a net fall in stocks 
during the year ended June 1944 of 3-3 million tons. 


Costs of Production, Proceeds and Profits 

The table below shows the national summary of costs, proceeds 
and profits in the industry during the first quarter of 1944, in 
continuation of the figures given in the “ Statistical Digest from 
1938 ” (Tables 33 and 34). Full district information will also be 
available in the latest White Paper, though it should be pointed 
out that the figures to be given there and in Cmd. 6538 relate 
to the actual returns of proceeds and profits made for the period 
under review and do not take into account any subsequent 
adjustments by means of price allowances, etc., necessary to 
bring the district profits into line with the appropriate standard 
credit balances. 


Statistical Summary of the Costs of Production, Proceeds 
and Profits of the Coal Mining Industry for the First 
Quarter of 1944 


The particulars included in this statement relate to under- 
takings which produced about 97 per cent. of the total quantity 
of saleable coal raised during the period. They are based partly 
upon the returns made for the purpose of wages ascertainments 
for certain districts, and partly upon other returns supplied by 
individual colliery owners. 





First Quarter, 1944 


= Pe sr Ton Dis- 


Amount | posable Com- 
mercially 
(1) (2) (3) 
Costs of production 5 £ Bs... Mts 
Wages oer eae ... | 45,946,608 22 0-31 
Stores and timbe: or 7,748,938 3 8-58 
Other costs (after de ducting 1 re funds 
from the Coal Charges Levy) (for 
de tails see below) ... 7,857,930 3 9-21 


Miners’ Welfare Fund contributions 190,498 0 1:10 
Royalties (including the rental value 
of freehold minerals where worked 
by the proprietor) 1,062,553 0 611 


Total costs 62, 806, 527. 30 1:31 


Deduct proceeds of miners’ coal 305,651 0 1-76 

Net costs 62,500,876 | 29 LL 5 
Proceeds : a aa = eres) 

Commercial disposals 64,436,496 30 10-68 
Balance : credit ... 1,93: 5020 ”" Wl 3 





Other costs (gross) (management, 
salaries, insurances, repairs, office and 
general expenses, depreciation, etc., 
and levy under the Coal (Charges) 
Order) * oa ... | 24,561,788 ll 93 


Less receipts under Coal (Charges) Order 


(a) To make up guaranteed wage ... 485,708 0 2-80 
(b) ‘‘Greene”’ wages and Porter 
award 7,635,992 


° 
~I 
bo 


3 
(c) Output bonus 42,094 0 
(d) Compensation under the Ne cessi- 
tous Undertakings Scheme ... 781,734 0 4-50 

Ks eas 7,7 


(e) Price allowance ... 58,330 





Total [ (a) to (e) ] 16, 703,82 58 8 0-09 




















Per Manshift Worked 
S. d. 4 
Earnings (exclusive of allowances in 
kind) ... ~~ ies 20 3:58 
Value of allowances i in kind ae aN 0 8-74 
a oe 
Average weekly cash earnings — 6 5 9 
Average weekly value of allowances in 
kind ... sae pak “se — 0 310 








* The Coal Charges Levy was 5s. per ton of coal supplied in the 
month of January and 8s. per ton in February and March, or about 
7s. per ton spread over the quarter. If this amount is deducted from 
the gross figure of ‘‘ Other costs,” the result will give the approximate 
net amount of ‘‘ Other costs”? on a comparable basis with figures 
previously published in the Annual Reports of the Secretary for 


Mines. 
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Wholesale Prices in September 


The following table shows the movement of wholesale prices in the last thirteen months in each of the eleven groups of com- 
modities specified. It also shows the changes over the same period in prices of (a) industrial materials classified according to 
stage of manufacture, and (b) building materials. All the commodities included in (a) and (b) are also included in their 
appropriate commodity groups (V-XI). In cases where the Government buys a commodity at one price and resells it ata 
lower one (e.g. home-produced meat) the subsidised price is the one used for the index; where different prices are charged 
according to the use to which the article is put (e.g. in the case of sugar and flour) a weighted average of these is taken. 


Averages for the Year 1930 = 100 

















nae | 1943 1944 
| Sept. | Oot. | Nov. | Deo. | Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May | June | July | Aug. | Sept. 
I. Cereals ... ine wad ...| 169-4 | 169-7 | 169-4 | 169-6 | 169-8 | 169-5} 169-6 | 169-5 | 169.2 | 167-9 166-2 | 163-3 | 164-0 
II. Meat, fish and eggs a .--| 121-6 | 121-5 | 121-6 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8) 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8 | 121-8) 121-8 | 121-8 | 1218 
| III. Other food and tobacco .--| 183-8 | 179-3 | 179-2 | 181-8 | 182-8 | 182-9) 182-1 | 181-6 | 181-8 | 181-4) 190-8 | 188-4 | 182-2 
Total—Food and tobacco .--| 1568-8 | 167-3 | 157-2 | 158-3 | 158-7 | 158-7} 158-4 | 158-1 | 158°1 | 157-6) 160-5 | 158-8 | 156:8 
| IV. Coal vee bee aes ...| 185-8 | 186-8 | 185-8 | 185-8 | 185-8 | 201-6| 201-6 | 201-5 | 201-5 | 201-5} 201-5 | 2235 | 224-0 
V. Iron and steel ... ves ...| 182-8 | 182-8 | 183-0 | 183-0 | 183-0 | 183°0| 183-0 | 183-0 | 193°2 | 183-4] 183-4 | 1845 | 185-7 
| VI. Non-ferrous metals va .--| 126-0 | 126-0 | 126-0 | 1260 | 127-4 | 127°4| 127-4 | 127-4 | 127°6 | 128-0] 128-0 | 128-0 | 128-0 
| VII. Cotton ... ies we ...| 186-2 | 136-2 | 136-2 | 137-0 | 139°5 | 139-5] 139-6 | 150-1 | 159-3 | 169-3) 159°3 | 1593 | 159-3 
VIII. Wool a _ we ...| 180-6 | 182-4 | 182-8 | 182-8 | 182-8 | 182°8| 183-6 | 183-8 | 183-9 | 184-0) 184:0 | 1840 | 184-0 
| IX. Other textiles ... eas .-.| 131-7 | 131-6 | 131-2 | 183-2 | 183-6 | 133-7] 134-2 | 134-1 | 134-3 | 134-6) 133-7 | 133-6 | 133-8 
| X. Chemicals and oils ae ...| 150°4 | 160°6 | 150-5 | 160-5 | 151-3 | 161-4] 151-6 | 151-6 | 151-6 | 151-7) 151-0 | 151-1 | 151-4 
181-0 | 181-2} 183-2 | 183-6 | 183-9 | 184-9; 184-9 | 185-2 | 185-5 


| XI. Miscellaneous... ma ...| 177-9 | 177°8 | 179-3 | ‘180-2 





Total—Industrial materials 
and manufactures... ---| 164°7 | 164-9 | 165-3 | 165-7 


166-4 | 167°4/ 168-0 | 169-0 | 169-9 | 170-3) 170-1 {| 171-7 | 172-2 





Totar—aAll articles... ...| 162°9 | 162°5 | 162-7 | 163-4 


164:0 | 164-6| 164-9 | 165-5 | 166-1 | 166-1) 167-1 | 167:°5 | 167-1 





Industria! materials (excluding fuel) :— 












































Basic materials =... ss. sss] 175-2 | 1749. | 176-0 | 177-6 | 178-5 | 178-7! 180-2 | 183-0 | 185-4 | 186-1| 186-0 | 1880 | 186-0 
| Intermediate products = |..—..| 171-9 | 174 | 172-6 | 1726 | 172-8 | 172-8/ 173-0 | 174.7 | 176-2 | 176-3| 176-1 | 1762 | 176-2 
| Manufactured articles... ... |.) 155-9 | 166-0 | 156-4 | 166-5 | 167-5 | 167-6| 158-1 | 157-8 | 157-7 | 168-1| 157-9 | 158-9 | 159-9 
Building materials... ... | -150°4 | 160-2 | 160-6 | 150-6 | 162-1 | 152-3' 162-9 | 152-9! 153-0] 153-4] 153-4| 153-8 | 154-2 





Wholesale prices in September as measured by the Board of 
Trade index number fell by 0-3 per cent. compared with August ; 
this is the first month since October 1943 and the sixth since the 
outbreak of war for which a decline has been recorded. Food 
prices fell by 1-2 per cent. while those of industrial materials 
and manufactures rose by 0-3 per cent. Since August 1939 the 
aggregate increases have been : all articles 70 per cent., food and 
tobacco 734 per cent. and industrial materials and manufactures 
683 per cent. 

The regrouped data, in which the prices of industrial materials 
and manufactures (excluding fuel) are classified according to 
the stage of completion reached by the products concerned, 
showed no appreciable change for basic materials and inter- 
mediate products compared with August, but a rise of 0-6 per 
cent. was recorded for manufactured articles. Compared with, 
August 1939, the increases were: basic materials 97 per cent., 
intermediate products 69 per cent. and manufactured articles 
47 per cent. Prices of building materials, which were 0-3 per 
cent. higher than in August, have risen by 48 per cent. since the 
outbreak of war. 

The much greater rise since pre-war shown for basic materials 
might suggest that the price of (say) raw wool had advanced 
much more than those of wool yarn and cloth, but this con- 
clusion would be almost wholly false. In general, there is not a 
very great difference between the price rises shown at the various 
stages of manufacture of any one article, and in several cases 
the rise has actually been least for the raw material because the 
full effect of a subsidy is visible there. The true explanation 
of the greater rise shown by the raw materials index is essentially 
that it contains various items, such as paper-making materials, 
which have increased enormously in price and for which there 
is no quotation available at later stages of manufacture ; similarly 
the index for intermediate products is raised above that for 
manufactured articles mainly because it includes timber. 


Prick CHances IN Commopiry Groups 
The table in the adjoining column shows the number of items 
included in each of the groups of commodities distinguished in 
compiling the index number, and the percentage changes in each 
group comparing prices in September with those of a month and 
a year earlier, and with those of the last pre-war month. 


Food and Tobacco.—The increase of 0-4 per cent. in the cereals 
group was essentially due to a rise of 24 per cent. in the price of 
English malting barley. In the “ other food ” group, there was 
a fall of 224 per cent. in the average price of tomatoes, due to the 
reduction in the maximum price on 21st August followed by a 
further decrease on 16th September. A further seasonal decline, 
this time of 22 per cent., was recorded for potatoes. The only 
other changes exceeding 1 pe¥ cent. were for apples and coffee. 


the former rising by nearly 24 per cent., partly as a result of the 
change in the controlled price on 3rd September, and the latter 
by 3 per‘cent. 


Industrial Materials and Manufactures.—The movements 
recorded in this section mostly reflect price rises which took 
place during August;“and which did not have their full effect on 
the monthly average until September. This factor entirely 
accounts for the increases shown for the coal and iron and steel 
groups, and also applied to slates and tiles in the miscellaneous 
group. The only increases of over 1 per cent. which were due 
to price changes occurring in September were recorded for 
coal tar products (up 1} per cent. as a result of increases for 
toluoc and naphthalene) and bricks ; for the latter an increase 
of one shilling per thousand was authorised by the new Order, 
and raised the quotations used in the index by 1 per cent. for 
stocks and 1} per cent. for pressed. 



































Index Percentage change 
No.| No. compared with 
Group of 
items} Sept. | Aug. | Sept. Aug. 
1944 | ly44 | 1943 1939 
I. Cereals... «| 20] 164-0 | +04] — 3:2] + 95:3 
II. Meat, fish and eggs} 20/ 121-8 ° + 03] + 444 
III. Other food and 
tobacco ...| 28] 182:2 | —33|]— 08] + 81-9 
Total—Food and tobacco) 68 | 156-8 | — 1-2 | — 1:2| + 73:5 
IV. Coal 08 ved 9 | 2240 | +02 | +206) + 908 
V. Iron and steel ...| 37] 185-7 | +06/+ 16] + 444 
VI. Non-ferrous metals} 8 | 1280 - + 16) + 27-2 
VII. Cotton ... «| 10] 159-3 - +17:0 | + 95-7 
VIII. Wool odd «| ll | 1840 * + 20] + 79:4 
IX. Other textiles... 9] 133-3 | +01) + 16] + 80-5 
X. Chemicals and oils} 15 {| 151-4 | +0-2|+ 0-7| + 62-7 
XI. Miscellaneous ...| 33 | 185-5 | +0-1})/+ 43/ + 93-0 
Total — Industrial 
materials and manu- 
factures ane «| 132 | 172-2 | +03 45/ + 68-5 
Torat—All articles ...| 200 | 167-1 | — 0-3 25) + 703 
Industrial materials (ex- 
cluding fuel) :— 
Basic materials .-.| 33] 186-0 _ + 62] + 96-9 
Intermediate products| 38 | 176-2 ° + 2:5] + 69-2 
Manufactured articles | 48 | 159-9 | +06 /|+ 2°5| + 47-0 
Building materials «| 16] 164-2 | +031+ 26] + 48-2 




















* No appreciable change. 
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Percentage Changes.—The following table shows in 5 per cent. 
ranges the increases and decreases among the price —_ for 
food and industrial materials :— 


SEPTEMBER COMPARED WITH AUGUST 














Food and tobacco Industrial materials 
(68 items) (132 items) 
Per cent. 
Increases Decreases Increases Decreases 
5—10 —_ — 3 as 
Under 5 15 1 12 — 
Total 15 5* 15 — 

















* Including 3 decreases of 22 per cent. for potatoes and one of 
223 per cent. for tomatoes. 





Announcements 


Nore : Copies of all Orders referred to in the Board of Trade 
Journal can be purchased through any booksellers, agents or 
direct from H.M. Stationery Office. New Orders, however, may 
not be immediately available. 


Disposal of Surplus Government Factories 


Industrialists who require after the war space of 10,000 sq. ft. 
or more in surplus Government factories or storage premises, 
and who are willing to use them for peace-time industrial pur- 
poses, are invited to apply forthwith to the Board of Trade. 
Application forms may be obtained from the Registrar, Control 
of Factory and Storage Premises, Neville House, Page Street, 
London, §8.W.1, to whom they should be returned. 

Except in special circumstances, factories will not be sold 
outright but will be let to a selected contractor for a period of 
ten years, with an option to the tenant at the end of the ten- 
year period to take a further lease for a long term. 

The short lease will commence from the date (‘‘ the date of 
possession ”’) when the Government is able to release the factory 
from war work, unless the selected tenant is the present occu- 
pier, in which event the short lease can, if the parties so agree, 
commence at once. 

The initial rent payable under the short lease will be such sum 
as the Valuation Office of the Inland Kevenue Department may 
certify to be the rental value in the open market of the factory 
calculated on 1939 value. The short lease will provide that 
either party may at some date between the end of the third and 
the end of the fifth year of the short lease, to be specified in the 
short lease, require the rent to be reviewed and put on to the basis 
of the then current market value to be agreed, or failing agree- 
ment, to be settled by arbitration. 

The factories will be allocated to applicants in accordance 
with certain criteria of national interest, such as: the establish- 
ment of a balanced distribution of industry ; the re-establish- 
ment and expansion of the export trade; the maintenance of a 
war potential ; the requirements of town and country planning ; 
the ability of individual applicants for factories to make efficient 
use of the factory premises with the minimum of reconstruction ; 
and the claims, on grounds of equity, of firms whose factories 
have been damaged or destroyed by enemy action, or have been 
requisitioned by the State under concentration schemes or 
otherwise. 

The short lease, therefore, will contain appropriate safeguards 
to ensure that the factory is used substantially for the purposes 
for which it is allocated. 

The short lease will provide that the tenant shall be respon- 
sible for all outgoings and will contain full repairing covenants 
and also covenants not to assign or to sub-let or, without the 
lessor’s consent to make structural alterations. It may, in 
certain instances, contain provisions relating to the maintenance 
of fixtures. 

The short lease will normally cover all buildings, services, and 
built-in plant. It will be open to the tenant to acquire all, or a 
substantial part, of the machine tools in the factory (provided 
they are not lease-lend tools), if he so desires, on terms to be 
arranged. 

If the tenant satisfies the Board of Trade that he genuinely 
requires for use in connection with his operation of the factory 
any of the other removable contents, such as shop equipment, 
furniture fittings, etc., he may purchase these at prices approved 
by the departments responsible for the disposal of surplus 
Government articles in those categories. 


14th) October 1944 
Import Licensing 


IMPORTATIONS BY MEMBERS OF CREWS AND 
PASSENGERS ARRIVING IN SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT 


NOTICE TO IMPORTERS, NO. 162 


An import licence is not required for the personal or household 
effects of crews or passengers by sea or air, provided these are 
duly declared and produced to the Officer of Customs and Excise 
at the port of importation and that it is established to his satis. 
faction— 

(i) that they are not being imported as merchandise or for sale 
but are intended for the personal or household use of the member 
of the crew or passenger ; and 

(ii) that the quantities are reasonable. In the case of food. 
stuffs the concession is limited as follows :— 

(a) persons arriving from Eire: 7 lbs. in all. 
to exceed 2 lbs. 

(b) persons arriving from other countries : 
one foodstuff to exceed 5 lbs. 

This concession does not apply to arms and ammunition, 
plumage, postage stamps and other articles of philatelic interest, 
or to articles subject to special prohibition or restriction, e.g. 
dangerous drugs. 

In general, goods imported as merchandise or for sale or 
otherwise than in accordance with the above conditions are, in 
the absence of a valid import licence, liable to forfeiture. Further 
information as regards import licences generally may be found 
in Notice to Importers No. 152 (revised). 

The Customs Acts provide heavy penalties for smuggling, 
false declarations, evasion of import prohibitions, and against 
persons dealing with prohibited goods. 

Note. The substance of this notice has appeared in previous 
issues of Board of Trade Journal, in particular, details of the 
foodstuffs limits were given in Board of Trade Journal of 31st 
October 1942, page 481. 


No one foodstuff 


25 lbs. in all. No 


List of Ship’s Stores Dealers 


With reference to the list of persons whose names were entered 
on Ist August 1944 in Part I of the List of Ship’s Stores Dealers 
kept by the Ministry of War Transport (see Board of Trade 
Journal, 2nd September 1944, page 324), the following amend- 
ment was recorded during the period 21st August to 21st Septem- 
ber, 1944 :— 

ADDITIONS 
Sharp & Enright, 133 Snargate Street, Dover. 


CONSUMER RATIONING (CONSOLIDATION) ORDER, 1944 


With reference to the list of persons whose names were entered 
on Ist August 1944 in Part II (b) of the List of Ship’s Stores 
Dealers, the following amendment was recorded during the 
period 21st August to 21st September 1944 :— 

ADDITIONS 
E. Hughes & Son, Royal Stuart Warehouses, James Street 
Docks, Cardiff. 

Note. A list of the firms whose names were entered in 
Part II (b) of the List of Ship’s Stores Dealers was published in 
the issue of Board of Trade Journal, 20th November 1943, 
pages 433-434 (a list of amendments to this was published in 
Board of Trade Journal, 12th August 1944, page 302). 


Corsets for Export 


The Clothing (Restrictions) Orders (Amendment) Order (see 
Board of Trade Journal, 16th September 1944, page 343) which 
came into force on 15th September, permits corsets for export 
to be made free of style restrictions. Manufacturers should 
note, however, that export licences are still being granted only 
for utility corsets. This means that utility corsets made for 
export must conform to the specifications in the utility schedule, 
including the restrictions on metal and elastic content, but other 
non-austerity features may now be incorporated. 


Infants’ and Children’s Clothing 


While stocks of infants’ and children’s clothing are naturally 
below the peacetime level of 1939, the latest available figures 
show that there is no reason to fear any acute shortage. A large 
amount of labour has inevitably had to be withdrawn from the 
textile industries, which at the same time still have to meet 
heavy Service demands. The Board of Trade have, however, 
always given priority of supplies to the manufacturers of infants’ 
and children’s clothing, and are in continuous touch with the 
Ministry of Labour in order not only to maintain the present 
labour force but to ensure that this is increased as soon as the 
needs of war production permit. 
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14th October 1944 
Control of Rags 


The Minister of Supply has made the Control of Rags (No. 5) 
(Wiping Rags) Order, 1944 (S. R. & O. 1944, No. 1137, price 2d.) 
which revokes and replaces, with amendments, the previous 
Wiping Rag Orders, 1942 and 1943. 

The new Order, which came into force on 9th October 1944, 
reduces the maximum prices for certain wiping rags containing 
more than 15 per cent. of silk or rayon, and provides for increased 
prices for certain wiping rags containing no silk or rayon. The 
maximum prices are increased for wiping rags made from new 
material, and there are alterations in the contents of the note 
which the seller is required to give to the buyer on a sale. 


Labour in the Clothing Industry 


In the early part of 1944 it became necessary to make addi- 
tional cuts in the Approved Labour Forces of nucleus firms in 
four Regions. These were the North-Western, North-Eastern 
(E. and W. Riding), Midlands, and N. Midlands, which are 
responsible for approximately half the total output of clothing. 
It has now been decided to restore to nucleus firms in these 
Regions the Approved Labour Forces to which they were origin- 
ally entitled. 

Firms in the “ evacuation” areas in these Regions were not 
affected by the additional cut, and they constitute a separate 
problem on which, together with other matters, it is hoped to 
make a detailed announcement in the near future. 


“ 


Board of Trade Appointment 


The Board of Trade have appointed Mr. H. P. Naunton, 
D.S.0., to be Senior Official Receiver in the Companies (Winding- 
Up) Department, with effect from 19th June 1944 in the place 
of Mr. J. Barwick Thompson, O.B.E., retired. 


Australia 


TARIFF BOARD REFERENCE 

The Department of Overseas Trade has been notified by 
telegram by His Majesty’s Senior Trade Commissioner in 
Australia that the Australian Tariff Board is to investigate the 
possibility of the manufacture in Australia of machinery for the 
production of round body open end cans for use in processing 
foodstuffs. The following questions are to be covered: (1) The 
type and numbers needed. (2) The capacity of Australian 
design and manufacture. (3) The need to import pending 
Australian delivery. 

The public enquiry is to be opened in Melbourne on 17th 
October. The Tariff Board desire to be informed urgently whether 
United Kingdom interests desire to submit evidence and if so 
how soon such evidence will be available. Any United Kingdom 
firms or trade associations who may wish to present evidence 
should communicate at once with the Department of Overseas 
Trade, Hawkins House, Dolphin Square, London, 8.W.1, quoting 
reference number 19287/16/44. 


Purchase Tax 
ISSUE OF REVISED PUBLIC NOTICES 

The Commissioners of Customs and Excise have issued the 
following revised notices :— 

(1) Notice No. 78A (Exemption of Young Children’s Garments 
and Footwear). This supersedes the October 1941 edition and 
all additions, amendments and specific rulings in regard to the 
Exemption published up to lst September 1944. 

(2) Notice No. 78C (Office Machinery, Stationery and Office 
Requisites and other Paper Manufactures). This supersedes the 
September 1942 edition and all additions, amendments and 
specific rulings in regard to the liability of the goods specified 
published up to lst September 1944. 

In the near future copies of these notices will be posted to all 
traders registered for Purchase Tax purposes who appear to be 
concerned. Other persons interested will be able to obtain 
copies from local Officers of Customs and Excise or from the 
Secretaries’ Office, Customs and Excise, City Gate House, 
Finsbury Square, London, E.C.2. 

As a result of the publication of the new edition of Notice 
No. 78A, the March 1942 Supplement to Notice No. 78 becomes 
obsolete. 


United Kingdom Corn Prices 


The Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries states that the 
average prices of British corn per hundredweight in the week 
ended 7th October 1944 were wheat, 13s. 7d.; barley, 25s. Od. ; 
and oats, 15s. 9d. 
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Trading with the Enemy 
ADVICE TO SHIPPERS 


VESSELS AGAINST WHICH DISCRIMINATION IS BEING EXERCISED 
BY THE MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC WARFARE 


(a) Shipowners on the Statutory List. 


Shippers, banks and other financial and commercial concerns 
are hereby notified that the following vessels belong to owners 
who are included in the Statutory List, and that it is an offence 
against the Trading with the Enemy Act for any shipper to 
make use of such vessels. Shipments by such vessels in addition 
to being liable to seizure render the shippers or those connected 
with the consignment liable to prosecution. 








Vessel Flag Tons Owners or Charterers 
Galatasaray ... Turkey 724 Sadikoglu, Aslan, Kaptan 
Crespi (ex Jose 
Trujillo) Spain 338 Cia Comercial Maritima de Trans- 
portes S.A 
San Juan II.. er Ditto 552 Ditto 
Isora . ses Ditto 316 Ditto 
Rigel (ex Terci io 
Montejurra) ese Ditto 549 Ditto 
Maribel oes oan Ditto 398 Ditto 
Salvador eee sac Ditto 130 Ditto 
Alcora pon ais Ditto 216 Ditto 
Linette Ditto 398 Ditto 
Almagro ‘ ee Argentina 282 A. M. Delfino y Cia 
San Martin ... Ditto 220 Ditto 
Comodero Rivadavi ia Ditto 4,482 Argentina Neuva Cia General de 
Navegacion 
Rio Blanco 
(ex tale ae Ditto 1,827 Ditt: 
Atleta rf oes Ditto 105 La Portena Empresa da Remolca- 
dores 
Ciclope ooo sion Ditto 173 Ditto 
Coloso owe ide Ditto 247 Ditto 
Gigante seo an Ditto 236 Ditto 
Goliat oe a Ditto 237 Ditto 
Hercules oe sak Ditto 173 Ditto 
Samson ot nine Ditto 237 Ditto 
Titar n Ditto 188 Ditto 
San Rafael Are hangel Spain 98 Julio Gonsales Martin, Las 
Palmas 
Maria del Pilar G. ... Ditto 54 Ditto 
Presidente Mitre Argentina 372 Cia Argentina Comercia e In- 
dustrial d6 Pesqueria 
Presidente Roca... Ditto 412 Ditto 
Carvalho ees Portugal 27 Henrique Da Silva Pinto Ferro 
Maria 3° ea os Ditto 56 Pedro Joao de Sousa 
Maria 5° is yas Ditto 56 Ditto 
Guadiana 4°... aes Ditto 13 Ditto 
Maria Menuela ese Ditto 10 Ditto 
Blanca de C... es Spain 285 Ramon Carranza 
Ramon de C arranza Ditto 224 Ditto 
Reina Victoria one Ditto 162 Ditto 
Paco Nino ... yaa Ditto 30 Ditto 
San Vicente... ees Ditto 40 Ditto 
Paco ... se Ditto 300 Jose Leon Carranza 


Negro (trawler) (ex 
Purification Costas 
Maravilla)... Ditto 109 

Blanco (trawler) (ex 


Viuda de Botello (Senora Gally) 

















Manuel Gestoso 
Chicha) ... ont Ditto 109 Ditto 
Antonio Chicha 
(trawler) .. Ditto 112 Manuel Gestoso Costas 
Jose Chicha (trawle r) Ditto ? Ditto 
Sevim A Turkey 1,164 Abdi Vehbi Dural 
Atlantides ia Sweden 9,650 Rederi A/B Atlantides 
Solvik 7 Ditto 649 Ditto 
Miguel ¢ ‘aldent y Spain 74 Juan Mora A, Bou 
Nuevo Corazon in Ditto 122 Ditto 
San Cayetano Argentina 400 | ‘‘Cardimex”’ Comp. Argentin, 
de Importacion y Exportacion 
8.A. 
Nuestra Senora de la 
Almudena.. ° Spain 41 Otto Gerdtzen 
Manen aa ans Ditto 398 Angel Rivas Suardiaz 
Skansen pa Sweden 744 Enhorning Kemiskt-Tekniskt 
A/B 
Nordanbris (ex seeing Ditto 8,971 Rederi A/B Bellatrix 
Ostbris “ee . Ditto 978 Ditto 
Sunnanbris ... ane Ditto 8,721 Rederi A/B Erious 
West bris eos pare Ditto 972 Ditto 
His Africa oon Spain 85 Salah Ben Hamza 
Antares Ditto _ Cia Comercia Maritimal de 
Transportes S.A. 
Polar ‘sah ane Ditto _ Ditto 
Chiqui ve «et Ditto 398 Angel Rivas Suardias 
Antonio Diaz Sa Ditto 36 | Jose Maria Delgado 
Faro de Buda Pre Ditto 226 Atlantida Astilleros and Con- 
strucciones S.A. 
Faro de Salou a Ditto 226 Ditto 
Faro de Oropesa_... Ditto 226 Ditto 
Faro de Canet ons Ditto 226 Ditto 
Carmen Frexias_... Ditto 349 Agencia Frexias 
Coname 1° ... es Ditto 489 Comp. Naviera dei Mediterraneo 
Condecorado... aes Ditto 567 Hijos de M. Condeminas 
Condestable ... wes Ditto 615 Ditto 
San Daniel ... use Ditto 190 Cristina Svardiaz 
Sancho Panza Ditto 197 Ditto 
Santa Ana ... per Ditto 322 Marles y Serra en C. 
Carmelita Ditto 117 Jeronimo Yipland (effective 
owner) 
Norte oie aie Ditto 26 Jesus Franquesa (nom. owner) 
Arabert 7 de Sweden 2,840 Rederi A/B Solstad 
Arasvall ius oor Ditto 2,900 Ditto 
Procyon - Spain 399 Cia Comercial Maritime de 
Transportes 8. 
Canopus ooo aa Ditto 399 Ditto 
Goya... ane ons Ditto _ Angel Rivas Suardiaz 
Plencia one Ditto 78 Cia Comercial Maritime de 
Transportes S.A. 
Ampurdan ... eas Spain 218 Sucr. de Viuda de Enrique 
Illueca, 
Enrique Illueca Ditto 685 Ditto 
Juan Illueca (ex Vi- 
cente la Roda) Ditto 1,508 Ditto 
Punta Azamor aaa Ditto 151 Ditto 
Punta Poloma wae Ditto 157 Ditto 
Rosa N. Illueca Ditto 795 Ditto 
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Approval of Permitted Prices 


= 


PARKER PIPE CO. LTD. 


The Central Price Regulation Committee has approved the 


undermentioned prices for ‘‘ Beacon” Non-Utility Lighters. 


Retail Selling Price 
(Including Excise Duty) 


Description 


e 

No. 9233 (Nickel Plate F ‘lute body) 26s. Od. 
No. 9232 (Nickel Plate | Line cut body) 26s. Od. 
No. 9230 (Nickel Plate Plain) ae 27s. 3d. 
Nickel Plate Pigskin Covered bey 3ls. 6d. 
Nickel Plate Covered Crocodile  ... | 37s. 3d. 
Nickel Plate Covered Shagreen ... 42s. Od. 


Ministry of Food Orders 


In continuation of the list given in Board of Trade Journal, 
7th October 1944 (page 370), the following Orders, made by the 
Ministry of Food, have been published as 8. R. & O. 1944 :— 

No. 1088. Order, dated 18th September 1944, amending the 
Flour Order, 1944 (price 1d.). 

No. 1097. The Green Vegetables (Maximuin Prices) Order, 
1944, dated 22nd September 1944 (price 7d.). 

No. 1098. Order, dated 22nd September 1944, Amending the 
Pulse (Control and Prices) Order, 1943 (price 1d.). 

No. 1103. The Potable Spirits (Licensing and Control) Order 
1944, dated 25th Septem b« r 1944 (price l1d.). 

No. 1114. Order, dated 28th Septentber 1944, amending the 
Pearl Barley (Control and Maximum Prices) (No. 2) Order, 1943 
(price 1d.) 

No. 1139. 
Salmon (Maximum Prices 


Id.). 


Order, dated 30th September 1944, amending the 
and Distribution) Order, 1944 (price 


Postal Notices 
CHRISTMAS MAILS 
The Postmaster-General announces that letters, Christmas 
cards, printed surface route and 
intended for Christmas delivery to members of H.M. Forces 
in the Middle East Force and the Persia and Iraq Force (Paiforce) 
must be posted not later than Monday, 16th October. 
The addresses should include full details of rank and unit 
(including "4 the case of Air Force personnel the words “ 
Air F< orce 4 
The de ain tch of foodstuffs (whether in tins or 


chocolate and confect 


papers and parcels sent by 


Loyal 


not), including 
ionery of all kinds, is prohibited. 


CHRISTMAS AIR MAIL LETTERS TO AUS 
ND NEW ZEALAND 


STRALIA 


The Postmaster-General announces that Ils. 3d. Air Mail 
letters for Forces or civilian addresses in Australia and New 
Zealand intended for delivery by Christmas should be posted 
not later than Friday, 13th October. 

A further announcement will be made as regards the latest 
date for posting 3d. airgraphs and 6d. air letters for Australia and 


New Zealand. 


British Standards Institution 


PRODUCTION CONTROL IN THE SMALL FACTORY 

This booklet is the second of three dealing with Production 
Control and, as its title indicates, is designed to advise on pro- 
duction control technique in the small factory, with the over- 
riding object of stressing the need for control if production is to 
be economically increased and waste of time and effort eliminated. 

The booklet may be found of greatest use in the factory 
employing 50 to 200 people, but it is recognised that for produc- 
tion control purposes a factory employing 200 people may be 
simpler than one employing 50 if the type of product in the 
former is less complex than in the latter. 

The text of the booklet epitomises recommendations for the 
simple control of the issue of quotations, of purchasing, of the 
flow and volume of work, of preduction instructions, of time- 
keeping and of costs ; and is illustrated with specimen schedules, 
cards, record sheets and a comprehensive order flow chart 
which shows the various stages through which an order will 
pass. 

Copies of the booklet B.S. 1100: Pt. 2: 1944 can be obtained 
from British Standards ~thevichll Public vations Department, 
28 Victoria Street, London, 8.W.1. Price 2s. post free. 
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Customs Regulations 


and Tariff Changes 


Brazil 


EXCHANGE CONTROL 

The Counsellor (Commercial) to H.M. Embassy at Rio de 
Janeiro, has reported the publication in the “ Diario Oficial” of 
2nd August of a Decree No. 6755 of 31st July, which authorises 
the closing of exchange, whether in respect of imports or exports, 
for periods exceeding twelve months. 

The maximum time limit of twelve months for which exchange 
contracts may be made in advance has been in operation since 
January 1938, and it is understood that the new enactment is 
to facilitate the exchange dealings of importers and exporters 
negotiating future deliveries ; also to reduce expenses incurred 
through dealers requiring to extend exchange contracts owing 
to delays in shipping. 


British India 
RESTRICTIONS ON IMPORTS FROM THE UNITED 
KINGDOM 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Calcutta has forwarded a copy 
of Notice 390 I.T.C., dated 22nd June 1944, which relates to the 
issue of special licences for imports of goods included in Part IV 
of the Import Trade Control Schedule (see Board of Trade 
Journal, 25th September 1943 and subsequent notices) for 
shipment during July-December 1944 from the United Kingdom. 

In cases where essentiality quotas have been fixed, the quotas 
will be calculated on the basis of past imports during the year 
ended 3lst March 1942 (the year ended 3lst March 1941 in the 
case of Serial Nos. 180, 326 and 336). Licences will be issued to 
applicants for their quotas so determined plus 10 per cent. 
thereof. 

Quotas for — of goods covered by Serial Nos. 93, 115, 116, 
136, 157, 158, 159, 180, 222, 239, 240, 243, 244, 247, 274, 275, 
277, 285, 300, 317, 340, 322 (a) and (b) have been revised. 

In view of certain changes now introduced, importers have 
been requested to submit statements of past imports relating to 
Serial Nos. 168, 223, 301 (a), 301 (6) and 303 for calculation of 
quotas. 

For articles not mentioned in the Appendix to the notice, 
the essentiality quota is fixed as “ Nil: Merits.” Licences will 
not ordinarily be granted, but applications will be considered if 
it is established that the import is for essential requirements. 

A copy of Notice 390 I.T.C. and the Appendix thereto may be 
seen at the Department of Overseas Trade (Tariff Section), 
Hawkins House, Dolphin Square, London, 8.W.1. 


IMPORT RESTRICTIONS 


With reference to the notice under the above heading in 
Board of Trade Journal, 16th September 1944 (page 345) and 
previous notices, H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner at Calcutta 
has forwarded copies of Notification No. 21—I.T.C./44 of 15th 
July 1944, Notifications Nos. 22 and 23—I.T.C./44 of 22nd July 
1944, and Notification No. 24—I.T.C./44 of 19th August 1944, 
which provide for the following further amendments to Notifica- 
tion No. 23—I.T.C./43 (see Board of Trade Journal, 25th Septem- 
ber 1943, pages 357-5 367 and subsequent notices). 

After clause (i) of the said notification, the following clause 
shall be inserted, namely :— 

““(ia) Any goods imported by the Central Government or a 
Provincial Government (including a Chief Commissioner) orders 


in respect of which are placed through the India Store Depart- 


ment in the United Kingdom.” 
In Part II of the Schedule 

(1) For the entry in column 2 against Serial No. 
following shall be substituted :— 

‘ Asbestos manufactures, not otherwise specified.” 

(2) For the existing entry in column 2 against Serial No. 30 
substitute the following :— 

“Diesel engines of all types, and component parts thereof 
except spare parts for internal combustion engines of road 
vehicle type.” 

(3) For the existing entry in column 2 against Serial No. 31 
substitute the following :— 

“Petrol and kerosene engines of all types (excluding auto- 
mobile units) and component parts thereof except spare parts 
for petrol internal combustion engines of road vehicle type.” 

(4) After Serial No. 34 the following shall be added :— 

34a. Polishing bobs and wheels, scratch brushes and scouring 
brushes which are component parts of polishing machines 


72 (3) and 72 (6) 


7A, the 


In Part IV of the Schedule 


The entries relating to Serial No. 235 shall be deleted. 
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CUSTOMS TARIFF MODIFICATIONS 
(TEMPORARY REDUCTIONS) 


With reference to the previous notice under the above heading 
in Board of Trade Journal, 24th April 1943 (page 160), H.M. 
Ambassador at Baghdad has forwarded a translation of Customs 
Regulation No. 5 of 1944, which extends until 31st December 
1944 the terms of Customs Regulation No. 20 of 1942 reducing 
the import duty to 1 fils per kilo for ghee (Tariff No. 9A), rice, 
in the straw or unhusked grains, broken, husked, including 
glazed (‘Tariff No. 31), and to 72 fils per 10 kilos net for olive oil 
(Tariff No. 56a), other oils fit for human consumption (Tariff No. 
ex 566), and margarine (Tariff No. ex 58). 


United States of America 
MARKING OF IMPORTS 

The following decision regarding the marking of certain 
imports into the United States is included in Treasury Decision 
51100, published on 27th July 1944 :— 

When the name of the country of origin of an imported article 
is not known but the names of the countries, in one of which it 
was manufactured or produced, are known, the article (or its 
container) shall be marked to show the names of all the countries 
in which it may have originated but that the exact country of 
origin is unknown. 


INVOICES FOR WOOL AND SCREENINGS OF 
GRAIN OR SEEDS 

A United States Treasury Decision [T.D.51062] published on 
Ist June 1944 requires that invoices for wool imported into the 
United States must show the type number by which it is bought 
and sold in the country of origin. 

A further decision [T.D.51096] published on 27th July 1944 
requires the following additional information to be shown on 
invoices covering screenings or scalpings of grains or seeds :— 

(1) Whether the commodity is the product of a screening 
process. 

(2) If so, whether any cultivated grains have been added to 
such commodity. 

(3) If any such grains have been added, the kinds and per- 
centage of each. 


TARIFF CLASSIFICATIONS 

The following decisions regarding the classification of certain 
goods imported into the United States have been published in 
the weekly Treasury Decisions :— 

(1) Pimiento-chili cross or hybrid. Canned vegetables which 
are a cross between pimientos and peppers and have a sharp 
pungent taste similar to hot chiles or chile peppers are dutiable 
at the rate of 35 per cent. ad val. under paragraph 775, Tariff Act 
of 1930, as ‘‘ vegetables . . . pickled, or packed in salt, brine, 
oil, or prepared or preserved in any other way and not specially 
provided for.” 

(2) Metal-cutting tools for lathes are dutiable at 50 per cent. 
or 60 per cent. ad val. under paragraph 352, Tariff Act of 1930, 
according to the component materials. 

(3) Mesquite beans, dried, are dutiable at 3 cents per pound as 
dried beans, not specially provided for, under paragraph 765, 
Tariff Act of 1930. 

(4) Mixtures of sugar and cocoa. A mixture of sugar and 
cocoa containing approximately 80 per cent. to 90 per cent. of 
sugar is dutiable under the provision for “sugar, after being 
refined, when tinctured, coloured, or in any way adulterated ” 
at the rate of 40 per cent. ad val. under paragraph 506, Tariff 
Act of 1930. 

These rulings will result in the assessment of duty at a rate 
higher than that formerly assessed under a uniform practice. 


Trade and Industry 


British India 


CROP CONDITIONS AND OUTLOOK 
The Department of Commercial Intelligence and Statistics, 
Calcutta, reports as follows on the crops in India for the weeks 
ended on the dates given :— 
Madras, 16th September. Standing dry crops in the Deccan 
have improved. Outturn is expected to be poor, but in the 
Elmally district fair. 
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Bihar, 23rd September. 

Punjab, 25th September. 

Assam, 30th September. 

Bombay, 30th September. 
is progressing. 

Sind, 30th September. Cotton 
profusely and boll formation is taking place. 

Central Provinces and Berar, 22nd September. 
khariif crops are unsatisfactory. 


Standing crops are fair. 

Standing crops are unchanged. 
Winter rice prospects are favourable. 
Harvesting of early khariff crops 


reported to be flowering 
Paddy is ripening. 
Standing 


Costa Rica 


FOREIGN TRADE IN 1943 

According to the Department of Trade and Commerce, Ottawa, 
total imports into Costa Rica in 1943 were valued at 20,386,664 
dollars as compared with 12,287,000 dols. in 1942. The quantity 
of imports showed a smaller rise, amounting to 128,556,000 kilogs 
as against 112,826,000 kilogs. 
due to an advance in prices and shipping costs. The chief import 
items were flour, lard, leather, wrapping paper, cotton drill and 
jute bags. 

Exports rose in quantity from 85,902,000 kilogs in 1942 to 
90,935.009 kilogs and in value from 10,577,000 dols. to 12,431,000 
dols. Higher prices for coffee was the principal reason for this 
inereased value. 





) 


The greater increase in value was 
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MINING 

The total production of gold in 1943 w 
valued at £5,516,146, states 
Journal,” issued by the Department 


Ottawa. This is a decrease from the 1942 prod 


INDUSTRY 

is 656,684 fine ounces, 
“Commercial Intelligence 
of Trade and Commerce, 
iction of 760,030 
fine ounces and the decrease in value amounted to £868,109. 

The production of silver fell from 163.776 ounces in 1942 to 
119,322 ounces in 1943, and the value of 
1943 was £11,684, a decrease of £4,379 from the previous year. 

However, the production of base metals and minerals increased. 
No details are available because of wartime restrictions, but 
production rose in value from £2,976,848 in 1942 to £3,336,211 
in 1943, an increase of £359,363. 

The total mining output in 1943 was valued at £8,864,041, a 
net decrease of £513,125 from 1942. 

Gold production has been and still is the industry from which 
is derived about half the national income. 
dropped in marked degree from the 1940 peak of 826,485 ounces, 
and the number of producers has declined from 1,574 in 1939 to 
770 in 1943. 
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NDITORIAL COMMUNICATIONS should be addressed to The 
aditor, Board of Trade Journal, Millbank, London, S.W.1 
(Telephone: Whitehall 5140, extension 288). 

SUBSCRIPTION AND SALES ENQUIRIES should be addressed to 
the Publishers, H.M. Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2, or branches. 

ADVERTISEMENTS. Applications concerning the insertion of 
advertisements in the Board of Trade Journal should be 
addressed to the Director of Publications, H.M. Stationery 
Office, 421-9 Oxford Street, London, W.1 (Telephone: Mayfair 
7755). 

The Government accepts no responsibility for any of the state- 
ments in the adveritsements and the inclusion of any particular 
advertisement is no guarantee that the goods or services advertised 
herein have received official approval. 





Tender 
The COMMISSIONERS OF CUSTOMS AND EXCISE are 
prepared to receive Tenders for the purchase of : 
Tobacco Stalks ; 
Tobacco Refuse, Coarse ; 
Tobacco Refuse, Fine (a) mainly ground Stalk; 
(b) other fine refuse ; 
which may now or at any time prior to the Ist January 1946 
. be in the King’s Warehouses at London, Liverpool, Newcastle, 
sristol, Glasgow, Leith and Belfast, and may | 
of the Commissioners for delivery to the buyer. 

Forms of Tender may be obtained from the Secretary, Customs 
and Excise, City Gate House, Finsbury Square, London, E.C.2, 
and on completion must be addressed to the Commissioners of 
Customs and Excise and delivered at the above address on or 
before the 25th November 1944. 
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COMPANY MEETING 
FURNESS, WITHY & COMPANY, LIMITED 


The Fifty-third Annual Genera] Meeting of Furness, Withy & 
Company, Limited, was held at the Registered Office of the Company, 
Furness House, Leadenhall Street, London, E.C.3, on Tuesday, 
10th October, 1944, at noon. 

Ernest H. Murrant, Esq., M.B.E., presided, and was supported by 
the Directors of the Company. 

The Secretary read the Notice convening the Meeting. Mr. R. H. 
Stafford, of Messrs. W. T. Walton & Son, read the auditors’ report. 

Mr. Ernest H. Murrant, in moving the adoption of the report and 
accounts, said: Ladies and Gentlemen,—At the meeting which was 
held last year we joined together in congratulating our late chairman, 
Lord Essendon, upon the completion of 60 years’ service in the 
business of Christopher Furness and Furness, Withy & Company, 
Ltd. With the deepest regret we now mourn his having passed 
from our midst. The record of the iate Lord Essendon’s attainments 
was very briefly referred to, and our joy in his achievements and in 
his great personality is now turned to sorrow at his loss. His own 
statement that he had served the business through youth and man- 
hood until his hair was grey was, if anything, an understatement— 
his whole life, both in and out of business, was given in the company’s 
service. 

The balance sheet is in all essential respects very similar to last 
year’s statement, the only points needing special comment being the 
increase in the amount of the Fleet Replacement Account to 
£575,000, and a rearrangement of the item which was previously 
shown under the heading of Sundry Creditors and Credit Balances, 
etc., and is now shown in greater detail. The gross amount of this 
latter item is practically the same as in last year’s statement but 
it is now split up into four headings which show sundry creditors 
(including provision for taxation) £2,034,602 ; vessels’ current ac- 
counts £242,*66; provision for repairs, exchange fluctuations and 
contingencies £355,497, and provision for dividends £198,750, mak- 
ing a total of £2,881,716 as against £2,878,678 a year ago. 

On the other side of the balance sheet the only item to which I 
would draw attention is the increase of just over a million pounds 
in the general investments, which include British Government 
Securities and stand now at £2,824,695, being cost less depreciation 
written off. 

In the profit and loss account we have also made some alterations 
in the form in which the figures are presented, with a view to giving 
more details of the sources of the company’s revenue and of our 
liability for taxation. Thus it will be seen that our gross revenue 
amounted to £949,718, which is subdivided into profit on vessels’ 
trading and branch offices, etc., £466,667; dividends from sub- 
sidiary shipping companies £229,837; and dividends on general 
investments (including subsidiary companies other than shipping) 
£253,212. After deducting £409,049 for taxation, the net profit for 
the year is £540,668. From this amount we have paid the usual! half 
yearly dividends on the preference share capital ; we have transferr d 
£300,000 to depreciation; we have transferred a small amount of 
£9,551 to Fleet Replacement Account, in order to round off that 
item in the balance sheet, and after providing for the dividend which 
it is proposed to distribute on the ordinary stock there is an amount 
of £165,523 to be carried forward, which is slightly higher than the 
amount brought in. 

Having regard to the exhilarating successes which the Allied 
Armed Forces are achieving on all Fronts, it is ou the one hand 
reasonable to assume that the European War is approaching its 
climax and on the other hand it brings forward the consideration of 
post-war problems even though our ships may not be released from 
requisition, and other forms of control may not be removed, until 
some time after the cessation of all hostilities. If I may express a 
personal opinion, it is that there are many grounds for gratification 
in the sound policy towards shipping problems which has been 
followed by the Minister of War Transport and his advisers. In 
detail, however, shipowners have much to be dissatisfied with, but 
in general many of the evils which arose out of the first world war 
have been avoided. In the result our ships have been permitted to 
earn no profit but merely a rate of interest and depreciation, and in 
common with all forms of industry we have been subjected to un- 
precedent taxation. On the other side of the picture, British shipping 
can properly be regarded as one of the most important instruments 
without which the war might well have led to a very different result, 
and the Government have every reason to be satisfied that they were 
able to call upon a large, and on the whole well-equipped, Mercantile 
Marine. Both the Government and the shipowners will shortly find 
it necessary to deal with post-war problems, and the fundamentals 
(leaving apart some very important and special considerations, such 
as redistribution of tonnage and international collaboration) seem to 
me to be comparatively easy to state, although perhaps not so easy 
to solve. From the Government’s point of view they have had the 
benefit of the services of our ships without profit to the owners ; 
they will presumably be concerned to see that the industry does not 
languish but must be restored to full status and vitality bearing in 
mind the requirements of the Empire, the value of shipping services 
from the point of view of invisible exports, and also its potential 
value for all other purposes. Indeed the Government is committed 
to recognise the necessity of maintaining the British Mercantile 
Marine in adequate strength and in a position of full competitive 
efficiency. Our side of the problem will be to restore our fleets to 
the extent necessary to cover our trade requirements and in order 
to maintain the services which are our goodwill but which we shall 
have to achieve in face of the knowledge that replacement costs will 
far exceed the values which have been recovered for ships lost ; we 
shall be faced with the competition which will arise from the fact that 
there may possibly be more tonnage afloat at the end of the war than 
at its commencement, although very differently distributed and very 
largely of emergency utility types and with it all we shall be required 
by our stockholders to earn a reasonable return upon our invested 
capital apart from depreciation, administration expenses, and so on. 


It is obvious, therefore, that a very broad and generous interpreta- 
tion of the Government’s policy towards shipping will be essential, 
bearing in mind also that a considerable volume of merchant tonnage 
will in fact remain in Government ownership on the conclusion of 
hostilities. 

There is no reason to doubt that the Government will realise the 
facts of the situation: indeed the debate in the House of Lords last 
week yielded clear evidence that the problems as well as the many 
difficulties are well appreciated. It will be for the Government and 
shipowners to find a common basis of interpretation of the problems 
and solution of the difficulties. I suggest that broadly the common 
basis will be recognition of the fact that additional capital will be 
required in order to replace lost tonnage and to bridge the difference 
between receipts for ships lost and the higher level of post war 
construction costs, and that, at the least, interest and depreciation 
must be earned on that additional capital. With good intentions to 
back the Government’s already declared policy, it should not be 
impossible to crack that nut, even though the volume of post-war 
international trade remains un uncertain factor and that the flow of 
that trade may be diverted in some cases from its pre-war channels. 

At the date of the current balance sheets of our own and sub- 
sidiary shipping companies we have standing to the credit of those 
companies as a whole a total sum of £1,146,280 in the Government 
tonnage replacement account. I have found, whilst abroad, a great 
deal of misconception about these amounts, it being thought in 
some quarters that they represent a kind of gift from the Government 
to provide free capital for replacing lost ships. The truth, of course, 
is that the amounts are the property of shipping companies but are 
only collectable if and when new ships are acquired, within a specified 
period of seven years. For that reason the amounts are not included 
with the assets shown in the balance sheets and it is obvious that, 
large as the figures may appear to be, they will not go very far 
towards meeting the extra costs, due to conditions directly attribut- 
able to the war, of new cargo liners or specialised ships. 

In accordance with our usual policy, however, we shall not fail 
when circumstances permit, to build or acquire new ships for our 
essential services, and we welcome the indication given by the Minister 
of War Transport that licences for special types of ships may shortly 
be more readily obtainable. For this purpose the reserves which 
we have built up in the Fleet Replacement Account will be needed 
tot he full, but reinforcements will also be required in what will 
amount to the struggle for liberation and rehabilitation—a phrase 
which we are accustomed to use in another connection but which is 
well adapted to the shipping industry. It is apparent, however, 
that even when it becomes possible to place contracts for specialised 
ships, a long period must elapse before such vessels will be ready for 
service, a period within which we shall need to protect our services 
with such tonnage as we may have available. 

It would not be fitting to close these remarks without reference to 
the continued sterling work of our sea-going and office staffs. It is 
inevitable that the fortunes of war should vary and that some of our 
captains, officers, engineers and seamen should be called upon for 
more hazardous and more spectacular service than others. But it 
is a great satisfaction to know that some of our ships have been 
engaged in most of the major operations which have been under- 
taken and consequently some of our personnel have undergone 
more severe tests of their qualities than others. All of them, how- 
ever, have cheerfully faced the hazards of war and our whole-hearted 
thanks are due to them. No less than 120 of the officers and men of 
our fleets have received decorations or commendations, and we join 
with them in their pride in receiving these honours. Our shore 
staffs all over the world have had less spectacular duties, but have 
performed them under conditions which in many cases have been 
comparable with active service dangers and difficulties. I beg to 
propose that the directors’ report and balance sheet be adopted 
and that the following resolution be passed: ‘‘ That a dividend of 
6 per cent., less Income Tax, on the ordinary stock in respect to 
the financial year ended 30th April 1944, be paid on the 18th 
October to the stockholders registered on the books on the 28th 
September, and that the warrants be posted on the 17th October, 
1944,” 

I will ask the deputy chairman, Mr. Forster, to second that. 

Mr. Sydney J. Forster in seconding the resolution said he desired 
to extend a very hearty welcome to their new chairman. He was 
sure they would wish him God-speed in the responsible duties he 
had undertaken and a long and successful career in the City of 
London. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The chairman in proposing the re-election of Mr. Robt. E. Burnett, 
Mr. William Everall, Mr. William MacGillivray, and Mr. H. Smur- 
thwaite, as directors of the company said he desired to congratulate 
Mr. Burnett on the achievement of sixty years in the service of the 
company. Mr. Smurthwaite was in charge of the company’s very 
large and important interests in the United States of America and 
Canada and he wished to extend to him a very hearty welcome on 
one of his all too infrequent visits to this country. 

Mr. W. C. Warwick seconded the resolution, which was carried 
unanimously. 

The auditors, Messrs. W. T. Walton & Son were reappointed. 

Mr. B. A. Glanville, J.P., in proposing a vote of thanks to the 
chairman and directors said that the speech they had listened to 
from the chair had been of a very high order. Mr. Murrant was 
following in the footsteps of one whom they had all admired. He 
had no fear for the future of the company while Mr. Murrant, assisted 
by his present colleagues, was in charge of the affairs of the company. 

Mr. R. W. Vick seconded the resolution, which was carried 
unanimously, and the chairman having briefly replied, the pro- 
ceedings terminated. 





This report is published as an advertisement. 
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